JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
yet affectionate tongue. She said to me once again : " Charles
always said : ' If you're really in a hole, go to A. B. He's
the one/ "
Thursday, January $th.
I corrected typescripts for one hour, and then walked up to
Piccadilly Circus and back, thinking further over my scheme
for a play for Ruth Draper. I got this scheme into order, and
wrote to Ruth about it immediately after lunch. I find I
can think best when I am in a street of shops, now. I like
more and more looking at shop-windows. Could not get
decent rest owing to the noise of workmen next door. I
arose, and did a further instalment of my World To-day article,
about the Riviera, writing it with zest and ferocity.
I read a lot of " Peter Simple ". It has apparently no form,
but it is very good indeed otherwise. It does give a picture of
naval life, and its moral backbone is excellent. I was very
gloomy this morning, reflecting that life ought to be give and
take, but that I gave without taking. However, at night I
was cheerful again. Odd !
Friday, January 6th.
The core of the morning spent at the barber's, who wanted
to see my wireless; so I told him to come along any evening.
He is a man of quiet but extreme likes and dislikes. He loathes
" jazz ". He said he had been to see skate-waltzing on the rink
in Grosvenor Road, and how it was the loveliest thing in move-
ment he had ever seen. He said that Jellicoe was there, and
Jellicoe had ' passed a remark about how nice it was to see',
etc. * Passed a remark * is a great phrase of his class. I love it.
Walked all along King's Road nearly to World's End, and
got a few good ideas for my short story. I also observed the
interiors of the scores and scores of small shops. The majority
of them had customers within (5.15 to 6 p.m.), more customers on
the return journey than on the outward.
Saturday, January 7$.
At Dorothy's urgent request, I went over to the Court Theatre.
Atmosphere of the last night of a run, but, although no other
theatre has yet been obtained, we trust it is not the last night
of the run. Evelyn Cochran came round after the performance,
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